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Local InitiatiVes Support 
Corporation – Community  
Safety InitiatiVe
LISC is the nation’s leading community development support 
organization. Since 1980, LISC has helped resident-led, commu-
nity-based development organizations transform distressed com-
munities and neighborhoods into healthy ones – good places to 
live, do business, work and raise families. By providing capital, 
technical expertise, training and information, LISC supports the 
development of local leadership and the creation of affordable 
housing, commercial, industrial and community facilities, busi-
nesses and jobs. LISC established the Community Safety Initiative 
in 1994 to support strategic alliances between community devel-
opers, law enforcement and other key stakeholders in troubled 
neighborhoods. The partners’ work creates strong, stable and 
healthy communities by reducing persistent crime and disorder 
and spurring economic investment. 

metlife founDation
MetLife Foundation, established by MetLife in 1976, is a long-time 
supporter of LISC’s community revitalization programs. In 1994, 
the Foundation made a $1 million leadership grant to pilot the 
Community Safety Initiative. MetLife and the Foundation have also 
made below-market rate loans and grants of almost $77 million to 
the organization. For more information about the Foundation, visit 
www.metlife.org. 

Community Safety Paper Series
This publication is part of a series published by LISC’s Community 
Safety Initiative as part of the MetLife Foundation Community-
Police Partnership Awards program. Sponsored by MetLife Foun-
dation since 2002, the Awards celebrate and promote exemplary 
community safety strategies bolstered by collaboration between 
police and neighborhood leaders. For other case studies and 
papers in this series, please visit www.lisc.org/resources. 
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that cut across many of our past award winners’ work.
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The authors and publishers are solely responsible for the accu-
racy of the statements and interpretations contained herein. Such 
interpretations do not necessarily reflect the views of MetLife 
Foundation.
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