


“The average student improves reading levels
by a full academic year during the eight-week program.”

John Hopkins University, Center for Summer Learning Evaluation
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The program is so successful in bridging the achievement gap
that McEvoy was given the opportunity to represent Upper
Room as part of a panel in Washington, D.C. this summer.
One of only four programs in the national spotlight, Upper
Room touted its undeniable academic successes in support of
new legislation proposed by Senator Barack Obama that
would provide increased federal funding for educational
summer programs.

Academic improvement isn’t the only thing Upper Room has
to brag about. The Hopkins evaluation also revealed that 100%
of the students wanted to return to the program the following
summer - a statistic that did not surprise McEvoy. When
Upper Room began in 1999, only 89 students participated in

the summer program. This summer, over 1,500 students are

enrolled in 14 sites. “We didn'’t even advertise,” said McEvoy.
“We just sent a letter out to the families that participated the
year before and enrollment blew up on its own.”

McEvoy added that thanks to the loan provided by LISC,
Upper Room can begin implementation of a five-year
expansion plan to include 21 new sites, serving a total of 3,500
students. “Each year we will have money to put back into the
program,” said McEvoy. “This financial plan will help us grow
to where we want to be.”

The loan reflects LISC’s commitment to neighborhood
revitalization. “Greater Kansas City LISC is proud to support
Upper Room,” said Julie Porter, executive director. “We
believe that access to quality education is vital to creating and
maintaining sustainable communities.” ®

Improvements Underground are Under Way in St. Peter/Waterway

Lead Agency Community Housing of Wyandotte County (CHWC) and
the Board of Public Utilities recently partnered to install new water mains and
underground electrical service in portions of the neighborhood. When finished,
12 homeowners will have complete underground electrical service and over 60
homeowners will enjoy better water pressure and volume from the new, larger
water main.

A community garden is taking shape at 1608 Grandview. CHWC
provided the lot, and neighborhood residents have already graded land and
laid down topsoil. ®
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Increasing Safety in

Scarritt Renaissance:
One House at a Time

Residents of Scarritt Renaissance identified the reduction of crime as a major
issue in the neighborhood’s Quality of Life Plan. Lead agency, Westside Housing
Organization (WHO), is addressing these concerns through the implementation
of a community safety program, fittingly named “Safe Locks for Safe Blocks.”

Thanks to a grant from LISC and State Farm, “Safe Locks for Safe Blocks”
will provide residents living in 10 blocks of Scarritt Renaissance with much-
needed security features to ensure the safety of their homes.

Working with the Kansas City, Missouri Crime Commission, WHO estab-
lished a home security checklist which helps identify security risks like overgrown
bushes, missing peepholes, poor exterior lighting and broken locks. Community
Organizer, Erika Noguera, and other area partners, use this checklist to determine
the security needs of each house. Then, quite simply, the problems are fixed.

“We want Scarritt residents to feel safe in their homes,” said Noguera. “Thanks
to NeighborhoodsNOW, we are able to provide the home safety inspections and
fix the issues free-of-charge to the residents. We hope this program will signifi-
cantly improve the perception of safety in Scarritt Renaissance.”

In June, Noguera and volunteers security-checked 12 homes and installed
the needed safety hardware. So far, installations have included replacing broken
windows and doors, installing door and cellar locks and trimming bushes. WHO
projects that they will complete another 12 inspections by the end of the year and
hope to extend the program by distributing car and personal alarms as well as
additional security features like alarmed door stops to residents in the near
future. These security features will be given as incentives for residents who work
to organize blocks.

“Safe Locks for Safe Blocks” is part of a larger Model Block program that will
include monthly information sessions to help keep residents and stakeholders
abreast of crime issues in the area, and a graffiti abatement program in coopera-
tion with the KCMO Police Department Gang Unit.

“I feel like we're doing some real good for people who need it,” said Noguera.
“Many residents don’t have the resources to make these safety improvements on
their own. By providing them with these security features, we are making Scarritt
Renaissance a safer neighborhood - one house at a time.” ®

Working
with City Leadership

John Wood of Greater Kansas City LISC
was recently appointed as one of seven
new members of the Plan Industrial
Expansion Authority (PIEA) Board by
Kansas City, Missouri Mayor Mark
Funkhouser. "I truly enjoy seeing
community development projects come
to fruition and this appointment will allow
me to be further involved in this impor-
tant work,"” said Wood at the press event.





